St. Clare’s Christian
Preschool News

January 2010

From The Director’s Desk
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"}% Dear Parents and Families, .:3%
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02580 I hope you had a blessed and restful holiday. ,_,3;%_,
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— With all the excitement that we've had for the last few months, life can seem pretty anti- .
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climactic right now. | promise you that we will do our best to hold your children’s interest with activities °->°

that challenge and entertain them. The newsletters and calendars from each teacher will outline the

curriculum planned for this month. &%
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This is our first month of sending out newsletters and invoices by email. It is our hope that this

will be a benefit to you as well as to our environment. Let me know how this works for you.
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We have scheduled a free vision screening clinic Wednesday, January © through Friday, January &%
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8. This is for the children age 3 and up. More information is available from the classroom teacherse. 5 ,-‘ .

The weather is quite cold now. Please make sure your children come to school with warm clothes

and a coat. Also, check to make sure that their spare set of clothes is still large enough and appropri- "’3%‘"

ate for the weather. Q0
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Thank you, to those of you who brought food donations for the pantry last month. | think that d

Qu o
ooty We are all aware of the increased need for donations due to this economy. If any of you would like to do- ..,3;%..
: : hate year round, there is a collection can to the right of the preschool entry door. : :
"’3?%" | wish you a warm and safe month. "’3?%“
g’’o gr'o

Sincerely, S
%
Ws. Meg .
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« Wednesday, January 6-Friday, January &: Happy Birthday to youl

Vision screening clinic Joshua is 5 on Jan. 2

o Monday, January 1&: Closed for Justinis d on Jan. b
Reese is 3 on Jan. b
Arielle is 5 on Jan. 7

Andrew is 5 on Jan 14

Audrey is 3 on Jan. 16

Katya is b on Jan. 1&

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Aria and Breuklynn are b on
Jan. 21

Ethan is 4 on Jan. 24

Fundraising
Thank you to those of you who are
using your scrip cards! We are see- §
ing a slight increase in our scrip in- g\@
come, although it is still a little too

early to realize the full effects. Keep
using them and | will keep you in-

formed on the proceeds! Vol 20 2 20 2 20 2 2 20 2 20 28 2h Ja V!

Welcome!
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the Panda room.
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We still have some openings in

some of our classes on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. If

you would like to add those Wanted! Scrap Paper!
days or if you know someone We are in great need of scrap paper
who would be interested, please for the children to use for coloring. If
contact Ms. Meg. you would bring us any paper that

you would normally recycle, we
would really appreciate it.



Dear Parents and Families:

A New Year and new beginnings! This month we will be starting some New Testament lessons.

We wi | | Feias - neif-hraltt eSSt s i AT ma 2 e syl SUs Our stories
vant ; Good Soi l: Jesus Tal ks About Gr owi ng; Be St
Brings A Girl Back To Life.

| would like to thank everyone for their donations of food for The Open Heart Pantry during Decem-

ber . They also really appreciated the donations o
get that it doesn’t just have to be a holiday seas
year round. So keep the donations coming and we will keep taking van loads of food to Open Heart

Pantry!

God Bless.
Chaplain, Tracy Brown

Staff Email Addresses

Meg Bell: stclarepreschool@sbceglobal.net

Have You Noticed?

Over the Holiday break the
preschool had some paint-
ing done to patch walls,
trim and doors. The school
should have a fresher look
now. Also, we have
installed a new Dutch door
at the Panda room with a
window in it so the children
can safely and easily look
out.

Sue Orbell: stclareoffice@gmail.com (New!)
Panda Room: pandas@stclarespreschool.org

Bear Room: bears@stclarespreschool.org

Tiger Room: tigers@stclarespreschool.org

Butterfly Room: butterflies@stclarespreschool.org

Turtle Room: turtles@stclarespreschool.org

Lamb Room: lambs@stclarespreschool.org

Please feel free to contact any of the staff by
email when it is not possible to speak to us in per-
son.
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St. Paul lists hope as one of the three permanent Christian qualities. Indeed, as diffi-
cult as things are in the world, it is not an easy thing to remain hopeful! However,
Christian hope does not mean ignoring things as they are, but rather anticipating
things as they ought to be or how they can be through the reign of God.

There is one story that gives me great hope (most especially in difficult times) and it
is based on nature rather than a biblical story.

In my office | keep at my desk the shell of a nautilus. The nautilus is a living fossil
whose close relatives date back hundreds of millions of years into geologic history.
There are a few things we know about the life of a nautilus that invites us to think
about our own lives. These animals live, of course, in their shell, but unlike other
shelled sea animals they only live in a portion of the shell---one chamber at a time.
The next chamber is necessary for the 38 ma |
sea. Amazingly, each chamber is seven percent bigger than the chamber before it.
When the animal grows the seven percent, it moves into the next chamber and starts
preparing for the next move by building still another chamber. To move through the
seas the animal releases gas into its previous homes (chambers) and that adds
buoyancy that makes navigation possible. The building of the next chamber never
ceases until the animal dies. These animals would seem to have perfected the bal-
ance between what has been and what will be.

This story speaks to me about hope and the reign of God. It would seem to me that

|l i ke the nautil us, nothing in the reig f Go

suffering, our wasted years, all of it. Nothing is wasted in the reign of God. Every-

thing gets used. The “old chambers” of ur
serve as buoyancy and navigation. Our old ways of being are not just left behind, but
rather, are simply the “old shell”™ whidg God

redeemed, and nothing is wasted in the reign of God. Good news, indeed, and rea-
son for hope.

Yours for the reign of God,

Fr. Ron




